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sovereign to " every 3d or 4th year." Aware that pressure
would be useless, the Prime Minister refrained; a letter
from the Crown upon the possibilities of royal residence in
Ireland left him unmoved, " as he has already fully stated
his views on this important subject " ; and 1872 went out
upon a rather cheerless prospect.
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The Government entered upon the fifth year of its life ;
and at such stages in the life of Governments a diminution
of popularity is almost as inevitable as physical defects in
ageing men. Besides, the Government had been extremely
active ; and active Governments are always the first to lose
their popularity. The Irish Church, Army Purchase, Irish
Land, and the Ballot were a crowded record of achievement;
but the public is a little apt to tire, and it began to cravie for
something that would be a shade more restful. Besides, a
good proportion of these benefactions had been conferred on
Ireland; and English gratitude is rarely stirred by Irish
services. Disraeli's celebrated sneer was uttered : " As I
sat opposite the Treasury Bench the Ministers reminded me
of one of those marine landscapes not very unusual on the
coasts of South America. You behold a range of exhausted
volcanoes. Not a flame flickers on, a single pallid crest

. . ." and even Gladstone had written ominously to the
Queen that " the Government has already subsisted through
an average length of time."

A problem of some delicacy faced them when Napoleon
III died at Chislehurst. The Foreign Secretary wrote in
considerable apprehension that " the Queen and the Prince
of Wales had determined that he and all the Royal Family
should attend the funeral of the Emperor. She desires to
pay respect to fallen greatness and to a person who had been
very kind to most members of the royal family." This
impulse was embarrassing, as France was a Republic, and
there was sure to be a Bonapartist demonstration at the
funeral, with which the royal mourners would be awkwardly